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OUR FIRST ISSUE.

The publication of this news bulletin 1ls a landmark towards which we have
long been vaguely sbrugslingy it arises from the need for some means of
overcoming the isolatlion felt especially by the smaller herbarla of our new
fratermity., Many of the technleal letters which pass between any two taxon-
omlsts refer to matters of general inbterest, and it would be of the greatest
advantage to have g common choxmel dosimed to receive such material and convey
1t to all. This bulletin will make possible the publicatlon of open letters
to all botanical taxonomists, and under its stimulus we hope contributors will
pregsent their discussions in such 2 way as to make them of more general value.
The opportunity wlil be given to us to plan and carry out some mutusally
beneficlal pleces of work by concerted astlon, and thus conserve our resources
by pooling thom as far as 1g possible,

4 forum 1s needed for the Australinn and New Zealund systematlc botanists,
and a medium for lively inten.communication. However, it 1s not proposed %o
restrict the cirewlation of Australasian Herbarium News to thls geographiecal
ranze, since we hope to arouse the Interest of colleasues in other countries
In our efforts, which may alse prove of service to thenm. Wo shall be happy
if our overseas readers wlll from time to time make use of our journal to convey
oplnions and Informatlon to Australasian worksrs as a body. It is not
intended for the publicatlon of more formal tasonomiec worlts or the longer
technlenl papers. .

This first mumber 1ls an introduction to the main herbarla of the reglon,
vhich repregsents a conglderable proportlon of the southern hemisphere, e
have tried to glve an accurate pleture, but the presentation is brief, and the
full characters of the Institutions and workers concerned will only gradually
emerge in fubure numbers which will give ample opportunity for original
expregssion. The nomal type of issue conbemplated wlll begln with the second
mumber six monthe hence, and will contaln short articles and notes of taxonomle
interest, reviows of books and current systemabtle publications (especially
those affecting Australla and New Zealand), information of value to colleagues,
discussions of work In progress at the herbarla, news of overseas herbaria,
personal notes and correspondence. Thils should help greatly to leep us well-
informed about recent developumentsa. Cther plans in mind are:

(1) To publigh lists of rare and useful botanical works indica.ting the
libraries possessing them.

(2) Gradually to publish 1igbs of type--spacimens in our herbarla.

(3) To publiolze oplnlons on matters of nomenclature, so that
Apstrallan and New 2ealand systenatists can achleve zreater
uniformity of usage.

There is no exlsting journal which could serve our purpose ag described
above., Indeed, the only ouns in Australia devoted purely to plant taxonomy
and related work is the HConbtwyibutlons from the Now Scuth Weles National
Herbarium®, which began in 1939, and afier the first three lssues was
unfortunately suspended from publication both durlng the war and up to the time
of writing, Normally, our prefesslonal papers are published in the Journals
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of one or other of the local soientifio societies, which arc rolatively
ungpecialized in character, or sometimes abroad, and doubtleses this will
continue to be the case for some time.

We look forward to receiving contributions from systematists at home or
abroad, The aims outlined cennot be fulfllled without the enthusiastic
co~operation of workers in'Australia and New Zealand, who are requested to
review their daily activities for any matters of interest which could provide
material for a sultable communication %o Austrelasian Herbarium News.

HISTORY OF TEELINASGURATION OF THE SYSTEMATIO BOTANY COMMITTER.

The 25th meeting of the Australian & New Zealand Association for thse
Advancement of Solence was held in Adelaide in late dugust, 1946. It was
considered an excellent opportunity to bring together for & conference the
systematic botanists of Australia and New Zealand, especielly those working
in the larger herbaria.

The plan was not formulated until the rost of the progreamme of Section M
(Botany) had been arrengoed, but it was stlll considered worthwhile to hold a
‘Herbarium Workers' Session, with opportunities for further meetings during the

woek, as alternatlves to some of the other meetings of Section M. This
rather restricted the attendance to those interested primarily in Systematic
Botany (not all from herbaria), and the number present at any one time was
about fifteen persons. It is probable that other members of Section M would
have liked to attend; they will be glven & better opportunity to share in
meetings at future Sclence Congresses.

The response from the systematists before .the mestings was quite
encouraging and the final representation of the main Australian horbaria was
vory good. Unfortunately, there was no officlal representative for the distent
New Zealand herbaria, but a short informal account was received from Miss ILucy
Moore (Botany Division, Plant Reséarch Bureau, Wellington), enumerating the
more important collections there.

Actually prosent &t the meetings was a member of the staff from each of
the Australian State Herbaria, except Western Australia. Melbourne was well-
represented by two senior officers. In the oase of Western Australia,

Mr. Gerdner, the Govornment Botanist, had propared an account of that Herbarium
with subjocts suggosted for discussion, in confommity with the rest; this was
prosented by Miss N.T. Burbidge who 1s quite familiar with the Perth Horbarium
and had recently been eble to visit Mr. Gardner to discuss the whole guestion
porsonally with him,

4Ag theso were alternative mestings, the President of Section M counld not
attend for the whole time, and we were fortunate in having as chairman
Dr. R.T. Patton of the Botany School, University of Melbourne, ¥ho was slected

at the first session.
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At the first meeting on the morning .of Thursday, 22nd August,reports
wero prosented describing the general activities of the chief herbarium in.
cach state, with a short account of the respective institutions. These
reports were substantially the same &s those now published in this firat issue
of Austrelesian Herbarium News., 4 emall sub-~commitiee was elected to sift
the material gathered at the first meeting, arrange the points for discussion,
adding its rocommendations, and draw up an agenda for a second meeting on
Monday, 26th kugust. 'The sub-committoe consisted of Mr. Jossep, Mr. Morris,
Mr. Bleke and Miss Fardloy (convonor); the agonds preparod for discussion
was practically as follows:

(1) Oo~operation.
(2) Temporary liaison officers at Melbourns.
Ligigon officer at Kew.

Y
o]
S

(4) A Commonwealth or Australien Herbarium.
(5) Aoceptance of revisions and nomenclature.
(6) Recruiting Herbarium staff.
(g) Botanical arrangement in herbaria.
(8) Type-specimens.
(9) Oolning of vernacular names,
(10) Immediately desirable tasks.
(11) Recognition of the botanical ssrvices of Mr. J.M. Black.

Most of tho persons present contributed swmothing to the discussion of
soveral polnte, and 1t ie unnecessary here to name those introducing the
various subjects, some of which arose more than once from independent sources.
The consideration of all these matters proved too lengthy a tegk for the
second morning meeting, and was only conecluded at the third meeting held the
séme evening.

4As some of the conclusions reached upon these points aro of great
intcrest, thoy aro set out bolow under the appropriate numbors.

(1) Co-operation: Most important is that rolating to tho formation of a
permancnt commitieo, constituted under Section M; this was the subject
of our firgt resolution to the Genersl Council Meeting of the
Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science,
which approved 1t. Quoted in full it reasds:- ‘'That a standing
committee, to be kmown ap the Systematic Botany Committes, be appointed,
consisting of one member from each State, one from the Foderal Capital
Territory, and one from New Zealand, with power to add. Tho following
names are submittod for approvali-  Queensland, Mr. S.T. Blake;
N.5.W., Miss J. Vickery; Victoria, Mr. 4.W. Jeesep; South Justralia,
Migs C.M. Fardley; W. Augtralia, Mr. C.A. Cardner; Toamania, Dr. H.D.
Gordon; 4.0.T., Mr. W. Hartley; Now Zealond, Dr., H.H. Allan.

Miss Eardley to act as Secreotery, pro tem.?

Since then, Dr. R.T. Patton, the chairmen of tho Herbarium Workers'
Sessions, has boen added by the Commitiee as their official Chairman.
It was agreed to hold further meetings whenever the Association for the
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(2)

(3)

(4)

Advoncement 6f Science mests.

It was resolved that one of the sarliest activitiss of the Oommittee
should be the publication of a half-yearly news-gheet, the first issue of
whlch would contain an account of these meetings; tne following numbers to
be & medium of technical communication as outlined elsewhere in this issue.

It was also recommended that any author descridbing & new species should
forwerd co-types, or specimens named by him, to the main herbarium of the
State in which the specles was collected. .

Improved exchange of literature and reprints is also needed.

Liaigon Officers at Melbourne: Under this headinz was dlscussed the
desirabllity of an easy system of interghanze of officers bgtwgen the
herbaria represented on the Committee, and as the majority of them are
State institutions, our third resolution to the General Council Mesting
ran:- WThat the State Governments be asked to meke the neCOBBATY
arrangements for & free interchange of officers betwoen the various
herbaria of Australia and New Zesland, in order to facilitate rescarch
in Systematic Botany.!

However, the General Council considored this an inteornal mattor for
the herbaria to arrange. It was considered advantageous that officers
visiting the Melbourne Nationel Herbarium should perform gensral liaigon
dutles while there.

Lisigon Officer at Kew: This was the subject of our gecond resolution

to the General Council, which epproved 4t. The appolntment of
4uptralian liaison officers to Kew lapsod during the war, after Mr. C.A.
Gerdner (W.A.) and Mr. C.T. White {Qild.) had visitod Kow on this basis.
Sir 4.W. Hill (then Director of Kow) once expressed the opinion to

Mr., White that the Australien botanists were not making enough use of

the services of their liaison officer at Kew; Mr. White explained that
it was probably due to & reluctance to encroach on the time of em officer
who waeg known to be fully occupied by his own work., South Africa has
long had a lialson officer at Kew.

The resolution was:~ "That the Commonwealth Government be asked %o
approach the Britich Government with a view to the reswuption of the
eppointment of lieison officers to the Herbarium at the Royal Botanlc
Gardena, Kew, and that the Commonwealth Government be asked to glve
consideration to lialson officers being appointed to other- overseas
herbaria, from time to time."

A Commonwealth or Augtralian Herbarium: Mr. Hartley (Canberra) put

before the meeting some views on the potential functions of a Commonwealth

Herbarium, and his article is published in this issus. Other speakers
exprossed the oplnion that it would be very difficult to bulld up & new
herbarium which would msuperseds in importance the large Melbournc and
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Sydney collections; at present, & great deal of critical checking and
matching of specimens for the other herbaria is done in Melbourne, while
Brisbans 1s the Australlen centre for work on the flora of New Guinea.

However, Mr. Hartley showed an eppreciation of all these facts, &and
sketched & plan for e Uommonwealth Herbarium whose functions would not
overlap those of the State herbaria, dbut would be complementary to them
in @ useful way. 'The new Systematiec Botany Committee could suitably
undertake some of these functions, and the wholo question of a
Commonwealth Herbarium should be referred to thls body for report.

(5} Acceptenge of Revigions and Nomenglature:  Without proposing to

sacrifice individual judgement entirely in order to achieve uniformity
of nomenclature, it was coneidered that mush might be dome by setting
up & small, expert committee to malke recommendations. Changes of names
obtained from overseas together with relevant data, should be published
in the newsw-sheet.

(6) BRecruiting herbarium steff: In Auetrelia, the herbaria are usually
faced with the necessity of treining their o taffg; university
graduates in systematic botany are rare, possibly because of the lack
of professional openings in the past.

(7) Botanical & in Herbaria: The botanical arranzement of the

fepilies Was considered merely a matter of convenience in the herbarium
itself, but assumes importance in the preparation of a flora or similar
work,

(8) Type Specimens! Several of the points dlscussed under this head were
raised by Mr. Gardner, who is very actlive in procuring material from
Wostern Australian type-localities; he emphaesiged the fact that
opportunities for this are decreasing with settlement. Such topotypes
become very valusble when the type 1s destroyed, &s has occurred during
the war in the case of Diels'and Pritzel's types.

The metter wag referred to the Committee, but suggestions were &s

follows.
(a) Tat lists of types be made by each state herbarium and pubiished.
(b) That type-specimens in any one Statc be deposited at the official
herbaeriunm.
(¢) That all collectlons receive fire-proof housing, especially types.
-(d) That specimens be deliberately collected from type-localities.
(e) Tat type-numbers should be deposited in Kew and as many local

herbaria ag possible, Kew having first preference,

(9) Qoininz of verpacular names: 4 motion of protest was passod egainst
deliberate colning (especielly by botanists.) It was suggosted

alternatively to popularize generle names.
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(10) Immediately desgirable tagkg werc considored to be:

(a) Te cataloguing of non~periodigal literature in the herbarium
{and other) libraries;

(b) the listing of types in each herbarium;

(¢) the preparation of flores, especially for some States.

Informetion on (&) and (b) could be published piecemeal in the
news-sheet as 1t becomes available.

It was decided to submit a short account of these meetings and thelr
more important results for publication in some appropriate scientific
journals, vieg: the Australian Journal of Science and Chronica Botenica.
Probably only a short statement will be possible 1n the Report of the 25th
Meotinz of the 4.W.Z.A.A.S. (Adelaide, 1946). e same account was sent to
the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

During the meetings, Professor K. Ashby (President, Section M) remarked
that some of our plans might be suitable 0 receive financial support from
the Dominions Office of the British Empire, which was encouraging the study
of Empire vegetation end flora. Arrangements would heve to be made by an
official representative of the A.N.Z.4.4.S. through the Qouncil for Scientific
and Industrial Reseurch. He thought that the preparation of floras should
be financed locally.

Tie Committee feels that the Scsslons achieved something concrete towards
tho closer welding of tho perticipating horbaria. There is now a stronger
conviction that much of the work of the several lnstlitutions will gzain by
being considered as & task common fto them all, or else as something to be
plenned and shared between them in the best possible way. Te Commlttee
intends to keep these alms in view and pursue them to tho utmost of ita ability.

Mr. P.¥. Morrils kindly undertook the work of Minute Secretary, and tho
names of those roscorded as present arec epponded. The next meeting of
systematic botanlsts will be held at the Perth meeting of the A.N.Z.4.4.8. in
Avgust, as described elsewhere.

Attendance:
Professor Eric Ashby (President of Section M) then of Sydney, H.S.W.
Dr. R.T. Patton (Chairman), Melbourne, Vie,
Mr. E.T. Bailey, W.4.
" F.M. Bennett, Canberra, 4.C.T.
" J.M. Black, Adelaide, S.4.
" S.T. Blakxe, Brisbane, Q.
Miss N.T. Burbldge, then of Adslaide, S.4.
Professor J.B. Cleland, Adelaide, S.A.
Migs Winifred M. Ourtis, Hobart, Tas.
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Miss C.M. Eardley {Convenor), Adelaide, 5.4
Dr. H.D. Gordon, Hobart, Tasg.

Mr. H. Greaves, Adelaide, S.A.

Miss 0. Hargreaves, iAdelaide, S.4.

Ir. W.A. Hargreaves, Adelaide, S.4.

Miss Thistle Y. Harrig, Sydney, N.S.W.

Mr. William Hartley, Canberra, A.C.T.

" 4.W, Jessep, Melbourne, Vic. .
Mrs. E. Jones (Miss Valsrie May), Sydney, N.S.W.
Mr. P.F. Morrig, Melbourne, Vic.

* A.T. Pugsley, Adelaide, S.4.

" H.B.S. Womersley, Adelaide, S.4.

" John S. Womersley, Forest Service, Papua-New Guinea.
Migs Joyce W. Vickery, Sydney, N.5.W.

Apologies.
Mr. R.E. Anderson, Chief Botanist & Curator National Herbarium, 8ydney, N.S.W.

Mr. C.A, Gardner, Government Botanist, Perth Wl

Mr, H.M. Hale, Director, South Auatralian Museum, Adolaide, S.4.
Mrg, D. Lee (Mise Alma Mclvaine), Sydney, N.S.W.

Mr., C.T. White, Govornment Botenist, Brigbane, Q.

REPORTS OF THE HERBARIA

THE NATIONAL HERBARIUM OF VICTORLA

We cannot claim to have tho oldest herbarium in the Southern Hemisphere
but we can justly claim that we have the greatest number of exsiccate specimens
and the greatest number of type specimeng of the Australian flora in thatpart
of the world, Tat is vaery fortunate because our herbariun 1s the most central
one for the Commonwealth of Australia.

Hobson's Bay Sottloment was declarsd the State of Victoria in 1851 and given
the neme Vietoria after the Queen. It ig interesting to noto that the very next
year Governor Latrobe uppointed Dr. Ferdinand Mugller, aftorwards Baron von
Muoller, Government Botanigt, & post which he held until his doath in 1896.
Mueller immediately set to work travelling and collecting, not only in Victoria
but alse in other parts of the Commonwealth. By 1857 he had obtained some
47,000 pressed specimens representing 15,000 species but they were very
inadequately housed in & small room in the Botanic Gerdens. The valus of this
work was soon realised and in 1857 an Herbarium was built and served its purpose

. very well for more than half a century. However the herbarium and library
outgrew the building and to celebrate the centenary of Melbourno that woll known

- Victorian benefactor, the late Sir MacFherson Robertson, finenced the vory fine

- building which was reody for vccupation at the end of 1934. Thig building

- houses the herbarium, library and carpological museum and is gituated in the

p extreme scuth-west portion of the Botanlo Gardens where it is reedily accessible
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to vigitors., The bullding is as fireproof &s esonomicaelly poesible, The
cabinets are of steel; the floor of & spocial preparation &nd the building of
brick and stone. .

The Horbarium ani the Botanic Gerdons arg indipgolubly united -~ the one

being unworkable wlthout the other and this 1s never questioned in the principal
botanical establishments of the world such as Kew, Paris, Berlin and New York;
these are the four largest herbaria in the world and they work very closely
with thoir botanic gardens, giving & practical side to the training of the
staff. The garden is egsontial to keep up to date with horticultural

varioties o.g. Amysmialng pergice var, Pollardi, and_Malug gorgecus; theoso names
should be recorded for reforonce and it is hoped to train horticulturaliste not
to placo on the market any porennial, hardwood plant without a desoription
being given to 1t and publighed 1n the authorized way.

The routine work of fumigating, drying and mounting is probably the same
as other ingtitutions. We fumigate every second year with HON gas and it is
carried out by professionals, ‘The Herbarium is divided into gix main gegtions.

1, Tho Workroom: Tis room 1s fitted with the usual optical ard
dlssecting aids and books for ready roferonsc sush as Behder, Bean, Balley's
Engyolopaedia, Kew Indexes, Florag of Ausirelian Plants and so on. It &lso
contalns &n herbarium of popular plents such as those we may get from professional
plentsmen. These exslocate specimens are very useful for quick determination
and verification. If not identified heroythen it is takon oither to 2 or 3
below, ’ ’

2. Tho dugtralian Bpom: This containg the pressed specimens of Australian
plants and here our herbarium is outstanding for i1ts types. In this room,
work on Australian plants is cerried out and alds for the work are kept at hand
although not to the same extent as the workroom. !
|

B The ex-Australian Seotion! In this room plants other than Augtrelian

are housed and dealt with. These exsiccate specimens are catalogued into two
books, Book 1 has the genus alphabetically and indicates its position in Book
2, Book 2 is catalogued systemetically into natural orders, genus atc.
according to Bentham and Hooker, and it gives the cabinet number end position
in which the specimens &re housed. We oan Guickly find any specimen by this
mathod.

_ 4, Iibrary: Hoero again we are foriunato that our piloneecrs wero longw
eighted and purchased wisely., Several volumes that we havo are now practlcally
unobtalnable and for research work they are invaluable. With so meny valuable
books destroyed during the war these old and rare volumes are even more
valuable now. It is imposaible to give & correct estimato of tho numbor of
volumee 1n the library as unfortunatoly we have not had & iibrarian uatil last
July and for over four years during the war the library room was occupied by

the Royal Austrelian Air Force. It is estimated that there are about 13,000
volumes, without bulletins ete. but it is not the actusl total that is so
important es the mumber of standard works that it containg,
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2. Mugoum end Carpological Oollegtion: This consists of plant portions
which cannot conveniently be housed amongst the exsiccate gspecimens becaunse of
their bulkiness or other reasons, e.g. large fruite, resin compounds and plant
models. There are aleo displeys of commercial plemt products illustrating the
various phases through waich the material goog from the c¢rude meteorial until
the finished product. |

6. Botanig Gardeng: Here We are able to compare many of our gpec imens
with the living material and observe the actual variations thai take place in
plants.  The Herberlum undertakes the responsibility for the sorrect labelling
of the plants in tho gerdons.

Tho Herberium 1s under the adminigtration of the Iandg Department of the
State Government and is financed by & Govermment grant which varies according

to the estimates and 1e revised by the Treasury Departmont.

Staff: Govormmont Botanist who is responsible for the administration of
the Herbarium. '
The Senior Botaniat who is responsible for the general routine work of the
Herbarium. - |
A Botanist who specialises in nomenclaturs and carries out research and
investigations into such matters as decided upon.,
Two Botanioal Assistants - one of whom has had extensive practical experience
in nursery work with horticultural verieties ani who devotes & certain amount
of time in checking up plants in the gerden for identification and verification.
Inolen Reychlor says "All botanical scientists should do at least two yoars
in a greenhouse to understand the psychology of plants - to loarn, to love and
understand them." Mr., Maiden of New South Wales had & similar opinion and I
think much may be saild in favor of 14. The other assistant has studied forestry
and is being tralned in general herbarium work whilgt comple ting his degree in
Science with Botany as the major subject. -
A Library Agsistent who has newly commonced on that work, and as the books
are just being replaced in tho lidbrary the whole is belng catalogued; whon
completed the periodicels, bulletine ote, will be dealt with and Pitt's reviscd
catalogue will have an up-to-date list of our pariodicals as at the end of
June 1946; we had so many periodicels in various languages that in the past,
with no librarian and a very meagre staff, some of them wore never properly
catalogued and were not shown in previous issues.
Yolunteer Workers - Chiefly colloctors who usc our rogourcos for tholr activity.

Original Work: We are continually moking rosearch into and investigation
about the various exsiccate specimens that we have and particularly those that
have not yet been incorporated. The types are being inveatigated and
segregated and specially catalogued so that we will ultimately be able to say
definitely and very quickly whether or not we have tho typo or co-type and so
on. Revision of gonera is constantly belng investigated and the nomenclature

~ kept up to date as far as possidble. Figld work is increasing and the staff is
> doing & great deal in vacations, but arrangemente have been made for official,

' specific fleld work and sooner or later wo hope to re-survey the whole of the
flora in Victoria. Tield work surveys have been made in the Mount Buffalo
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aree; in the Alps as far as Mi. Kosculeko in New South Wales, wherse our party r
encountered Mr. Anderson's party from Sydney: an area in Tasmanla where
oertain disputes had arigen about plante which Mr. Morris investigated. The
Buocelyptus collection is being mounted end systematically arranged sccording
to W:F.Blakely's classification,

™e advigory gervices are & very important function and they huve increased
to such an extent that our other activities have been greatly curtailed during
the past few years. In 1945 some 7,000 plante wore determined in addition
to those of our own herbarium collections. Te specimens were chiefly from
the following sourcesi:- Education Departmont 1700, Deparimornt of Agriculture
500, Vermin & Noxlous Weeds Branch 200, othor Statos and Foderal Dopartmonts
300; newspapers 500, nurserymen cte. 500, University workers, famers &nd
general public 3,300, This work not only entails identification, dut a
written report, particularly if plants are suspected of poisoning atock or
causing skin trouble to humans, or on their medicinal or cultural properties.

T™e Herbarium iy rich in both intgrgtate ond international spegimeng.
It contalne specimens prepared by suwoh eminont botanlgts as Ehrhart, Thunberg,
Gigeke and the Preo-linnean botanigt Potiver who died in 1718. It contalns many
types and epecimens nemed by Banks and Solender in 1770 end Robery Brown during
his Australian visit in 1802-5, It houpes Mugller's specilmeng used in the
compilatior of Benthem's "Flora Austrelliensis" and Musller's own 'Fregmente
Fhytographlee. Australiae"; the West Austrelian collections of Drummond, Oldfield,
Preigs and Max Koch; the New South Wales collectlons of Moore, Betche, and
Maiden; the South Australian plants frem Tets and Black; &and from Queensland
those of Balley and Wnite. 'The exact number of specimens housed in the
herbarium is not known as some of the private herbaria obtained by denation
or purchase have not yet been fully incorporated into our herbarium proper, but

it is estimoted that we havg botween 1,250,000 and 1.500,00Q specimens.
According to statistics published by the Brookiyn Botanic Gardens, Melbourne

hag the geventh larcest collection of exsiccate gpegimens in the world, Kew

and Berlin are equal first with 4,000,000, Geneve &nd Leniagred equal third and
fourth with 3,000,000, Celcutta has 2,000,000, New York has 1,750,000 and

Molbourne next with 1,500,000. It 1g not only the number butl the type

hgggbgimgns that make Melbourne such & rgprasentative and invaluable reference
erbarium,

Qur contagt with allied inatitutions is rather extensive. Thero ieg no

need to inform the othor Australlan hervarium workers how wuch we appreciate
the assistance that they willingly render to us, and we reciprocate o the
utmost of our ability. With our disruptions during the war period, the loan
and infomatlon activity embarrassed us on more than one occaeion and those
who did not know our predlcament mighi have put the dolay down td our lack of
interest. During the war period 1941-6, approximately half of the herbarium
building was teken over by the R.A.A.F. and Jmoricoan Forces. The librery
room wag utilized in this way and tho library publications wers temporarily
housed in botween the hérbarium cabinets and even in the passages. This room
has been returned and the library 1s being replaced and thoroughly checked and
catalogued. The mugeum snd the garpologicel collgetion are still stored away




Jun . AUSTRALASIAN HEHBARIUM NEWS NO. 1. ' 11.

and 1t 1s not expooted that this will bo restored this year. 4s much of the
material will have deteriorated and some of it rendored unfit to uwee, & good
deal of work will be necessary to get it into & satisfactory condition, Now
that our eteff has been slightly inoressed and our space gradually returnsd
to us, 1t iz expeoted that we will be able to give quicker service to our
co~workers.

Outside Austrelia our contects are gradually being renewed since the war,
particularly with European countries, With Now Zealand wo are in very olose
contact, The 1list of institutions im much too long to enumorate, and is
sufficlent to ensble us to get any botanloal information that is available to
any herbarium throughout the world. Kow Gardeps with its various publications
still stands supreme, but we find the Arnold Arborstupm elways ready to assist,
- particularly with the horticultural varieties.

Books and specimens are loa to kindred institutionp, but I am not sure
that we are doing the correot thing by allowing type specimens to leave the
herbarium; these types aro irreplacable and should be prosarved for posterity.
In future 1t will bs our senoral pol not to forward the typg, but like othor
policles there will be gertain exceptions to Herbaria but not to private
syetematista. Of oourse they are available at our own herbarium,

Hungtiony of an Herbarium; The maln funotions are thoee enumerated above.,

In addition there &re several activities that we would like to carry out at our
herbarium but staff and finance prevent us from doing so. Those inslude:

1, Publigation of a Journal on Herbarium matters particularly with notes
on revislon of genere and with results of field work.

2. Meke avallable photostat reproductiong & loro-films of literat
which is not available or easy to obtain by other herbaria.

3. Regmlgter of Type Specimens and make the cata.logﬁe availeble to other

herbaria,

4. Publiocation of & new flora for Viectoris and keeping it up to date by
igsuing supplemonta.

5« By lecturee and other means interest the public in botanical subjects.

6, Fhotozrapher to be associated with the Herbarium to carry out such
photographer's work ag:-

(a) Microphotographs of sections of plants

(b) Oolor photography of horticultural varieites for exshange
purpoges

(¢) Micro~-films and other work.

T+ TFrequent interatate working yigits of the staff to othor herbaria.
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Nomenglature: Finzlly, there seems & tendency for systematists to revise
genera, and for herbaria to accept the revisions uncritically; I am of the
opinion that all changes in nomenclature should be carofully invostigatod
beforo thoy are acceptod.

A, W. JESSEP
Government Botanlst and Director of Botanle Gardena.

THE NATIONAL HERBARIUM OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

The activities of tho National Horbarium may be considorod undor two
broad headings.

(1) It funotlons as the Botanicel Branch of the Department of Agriculture.

(2) It is the State National Herbarium responsible for the care of the
State Qollectlion of plant speoimena and for work on the flora
gengrally.

Its work as the Botanical Branch of the Department of Agriculture involves
the Herbarium Staff in most of its routing work. We are callod upon %0
angwer -enquiries from tho rural community on such subjocte as fodder plants,
woeds and poison plants either roal or potential with such dotalls as tho
namo, hobit and methode of control or oradication. Considorablo advico 1s
also igsued to farmers concerning tree-planting on farms, not so much from the
forestry point of view, but from that of the man who reguires shelter belts or
woodlots for protection of animals or crop plants, and posslble utilization
for timber on the farm.

In addition to the farming community, we supply considereble information
concerning plants to schools, to horticulturaliste concerning garden plants, to
induetries ooncerning economic plants, to Shire and Municipal (ouncils chiefly
on noxious woeeds, to other branches of the Department of Agriculture such as the
Vetorinary Division on poison plantsg, to othor Governmont Dopertmonts, such as
Local Governmont, Polico, and lLonds Departmonts, to University staff and
students, and on ocoasion to interstate and ovoerscas enquirers, In & normal
year, about 6 ,000 specimens are submitted for examination and report.

There has always been & fairly cloge relationshlp between the Herbarium
and the Botanic Gardensg. The two woro entirely united under the directorship
of J.H. Maiden up to sbout 1924, but aftor that period they functioned as two
quite soparate branches of the Department of Agriculture. Thelr geographical
co~incidence, meant, however that there still remained a high degree of contact
in practical and secientific matters in spite of administrative separation. In
1945 the two branches wero again united under Mr. R.H. Anderson, who is now
Ohiof Botanist and Ourator of tho Botenic OGardens and National Horbarium.

This arrangemont fasilitates co-operation betwoen the outdoor and indoor
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activities. So far as the Herbarium staff is concerned we assist with the
naming of plants whose lebels have been lost or of plants Whose names Wweoreo
never known. Plants sent in without flowers, but in viable condition are
often grown until they are in & condition suiltable for determinatlon,

In ite activities as the State National Herbarium, we may mention the two
aspeots of maintepance &nd researgh.,

The aubject of maintenance ani protestion of specimens from deterloratlon
noeds no comment here. The specimens are not mounted and mostly not polsoned,
but napthalone is mainteinod in the boxes in which they are contalned.

It 18 estimated that the Herbarium conteins oyer helf & million gpeoimens,
housed for the most part in some 20,000 boxes, Tais includes & fairly large

exotic collection bullt up by exchange, but this has not been an oxtensive
activity for many yoars. Collections are sent out &s they are requested. The
arrangement of the gpscimens 1s by families in the Engler and Prantl Syatem.

Including Mr. Anderson, whosme activities are now divided between the
Herbarium and the Botanic Gardens, and whoge time is heavily occupled with
adminigtrative duties, thoro arc six membore of the purely botenical staff.

In eddition & Seed (ollector has recently been appointed to serve the needs of
both the Herbarium and the Gardens.

Wo ere fortunate in the presence at frequent intervals of Mr. H.M.R. Rupp
as Honorary Ourator, whose work on the family Orchideceac is well known.
Mre. Valerie Jonos, we also claim as & member of our staff in an honorary
cepacity, and roly upon her for all information roquired on the Algao.

The time of the Herbarium staff is divided betwsen the answering of routine
enquirigs and regearch upon flora from the systematic angle, and the
accumulation of knowledge on the blology of native and introduced plants. The
major projocts are dictated partly by individual choice and partly by an
appreciation of tho more urgent neceds of the Horbarium. At present thers 1s
no lack of genera urgently requiring comprehensive revision, as lndicated by the
contents of the collections. In addition, innumereble small problems &are
reiged in the course of routine work, which muet be settled as far as possible.

Tho more important projects in hand at present or recently completed are
reviglons of the genera Sweingona, Ascecia, Zigria nthonla and hipogon,
"and of the groups Pteridophyte, Algae and the femlly Orchidacese. The genue
Eucalyptus has received considerable attention, with the object, in tho first
ingtance, of providing a readily usable koy for the identification of the
species and later of their revision. .

Tho staff is acutely awa.ré of the need for a reviged Flora of the Siate,
end efforts &re being made towards the attalrment of this objective.

At present we have no one &ble to undertake satisfacstorily work om such
groups as the Mosses, Licheng end Liverworts. The fungl arc little botter
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known, but thore has been some co-operation between the Biological Branch and
ourselves on thils group.

4t present the Herbarium undertakes little or no extension work, Until
early in the war, a Museum was maintained open to the public, which attracted
the attention of school teachers and school children, and somo of tho more
sorious-minded members of the population. Its re-organlsation and modernising
were long overdue, and barely commonced when tho officer put in charge of thle
work was called up for military duties. Tho mugoum has remained closed ever
since.

e Herbarium has a fairly extensive library, but difficulty in obtaining
the older literature so necessary for taxonomic work is frequently experienced.
At present the library consiagts of some 10,000 volumes, and numerous reprints
and pamphlets. Recently we have had a tra.ined libraria.n attached to the
staff, and this will result in a groatly improved liibrary scorvice to the
botanlists, with bettor subject-indices available for roforence.

Publicationg’ During the war it was not possible to continue the
publication of the M"Oontributions frem the National Herbarium of New South
Waloa! owing to tho attitude of the Goverrmment that all non-essential printing
must stop, and the classification of the Contributions under that category.

We anticlpate that publication will be renewed shortly.

ollection lel in which are incorporated in the National
Herbarium are enumerated below.

A number of duplicate specimens collected by Banks amd Solander, obtained
from the British Museum.

Duplicates of many of Robert Brown's specimens, obtained from the British
Museum.

A fow specimens collected by Leichhardt, but generally these do not
specify the place of collection.

4 considerable mumber of Gunn's and Archer's collections from Tasmania.

Specimens from the Herbarium of W.V. Fitggerald from Western Australia.

Meny specimens of Algae identified and collected by 4.V. Lucag. (?AH.S.U

A fairly extensive collection of Pacific Island placts, and of Fhilippine
Island plants largely built up by exchange with Merrill. .

Bagedow's collections on the Govermment North West Expedition.

Some specimens colloctod by Max Koch.

Some specimens collectod by Helme.

4 few specimons collected by Cunninghem.

Extensive collections made by earlier members of the staff of the Na.tiona.l
Herbariun viz. those of E. Betche, J.H. Maiden, E. Cheel, W.F. Blakely
and J.I. Boorman, of- which collectioua of the genera. Euca;,zptus and
4dcacla are eepeclally worthy of mention.

The more importent Pteridophyte Oolloctions.
Exotic colloctions are montioned in particular dotail hore, as, owing to
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tho wide distribution of meny ferns, they are of especial interest to Australien
work on this group.

Aungtrailan

W.W. Watts (including North Queensland Type specimens)
R.¥. Waller (North Queensland)

W.W. Froggett (North Queensland)

Tenigon-Wods

W. VWoolls

Qvorgessg.

Philippineg:
One of the more important duplicate sets from the Herbarium of the

Philippine Bureau of Sclence is located here. This includes & large number of

Morrill's end Ramos' collections. 4 large number of specimens collected in

the Philippine Islands by E.B. Copeland, A,D.E. ¥lmer and C.4. Wenzel are also

located here.

C.T. Wite ~ Papua - duplicates.

Copland-Kinz - the bulk of his specimens are here. They were collected in
Papua, Now Ouinea, Solomon Islends and Norfolk Island,

R.B. Comin's Colln. - Melanesia.

¥W. Gunn - New Hebrides - the principal colln. 1s here.

G. Bonati - New Oaledonia {duplicates).

Vieillard ~ Now Oaledonia (duplicates).

M. Mousset - Java (duplicates).

C.B. Roblngon - Amboina (duplicates).

R. Schlechter - New Oaledonla and Africe (duplicates but very important) .

J. Kaulfugs - (Wlrnberger Botanischer Tauschverein ~ duplicates, small
collection),

H, Rudatis - Africa (duplicates including those of some types).

C.E. Demetrio - duplicates - a large collection of rare ferns (Mexico, Java,
Wost Indles, etc.).

M. Euhn - duplicates -~ Plantae Portoricenses.

Prince Roland Bonapart - miscellaneous duplicates.

C.G. Pringle - Mexigo ~ & large collection of duplicates.

Maire - Yunnan, China - duplicates.

Otto Bughtien —,Bolivia, South Chile - a valuable collection of duplicates.

H.E. Parks - Fiji (per Bernice P. Bishop Museum) - duplicates.

W.G. Woolnoush & E.J. Goddaerd Expedition to Fiji - the bulk of the colleation.

Qaptain Rason's expedition to the South Sea Islsnds - the bulk of the collection.

E, Betche - Upolu ~ the bulk of the collection, i
| ‘Orchids. .
N.B. Merrill's & Flmer's Collns. and .R. Schlochtor's (most important).
R.H. Anderson - Chief Botanist & Ourator
J.W. Vickeory - Botanigt
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QUERNSLAND HERBARIUM, BRISBANE.

The Queensland Herbarium 1is part of the Department of Agriculture and
one of its principal functions is to do advisory worlt for the Departmont as
regards -

1. Routine determination of specimens sent to the Depariment or
direct t0 the Horbarium,

2. Plants poisonous to stock and their cradication;

3. Grasses and thoir properties, sometimes even to fleld manasgement.

4, Ornamental and shade trees for farm and general street, park and
wayside planting.

5. Any other queries relating to economic botany.

Members of the staff also do routine identification of specimens for,
and supply botanical information to -

6. Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (particularly in
connection with its survey of the Queensland Flora for plants of
possible pharmacological value).

E. The Sub-—Depa.rtment of Forestry.

+ Schoole.
9. Nurserymen and others.

Besldes thls, & falr amount of fleld work, usually totalling several wecks
each year, ls done by one or more members of the staff, T™ig fleld work may
be directly concerned with specific problems, such as & search for possible
polison plants followlng the dsath of stock, or en investigation into possible
rubber-producing or drug-producing plante. Other field work may be primarily
botanical exploration. In any case, overy opportunify is teken during these
fleld trips to collect herbarium specimans and usually several sets for
distribution are prepared as a matter of routine. Such collecting is also
frequently done in unofficial time.

Sach specimens are determined, labelled and put away in the Herbarium or
distributed as opportunity offers.

Monographic or revisional work goes on, chiefly on Queensland groups of
plents, though in particular casee all Australian and sometimes New Guinco and
New Zealand speclos are studied also., At present also, & conslderable amount
of work 1s being done on the Flora of New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. Thig |
work 1s partly the results of fileld work done by members of the staff, and |
partly the determination of portions of the collections of the Archbold
- Expeditions, being carried out at the request of the Arncld irboretum. Some
of the results of this work are published from time to time in various
periodicals.

A reviged and enlarged edition of MAugtrelian Rain-forest Trees! by
W.D. Francig, is belng prepared by the esuthor, and another member of the staff
ia apgisting in preparing for the Department of Agriculture & small book on

poison weedg.
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There are also of course, the usual consultations andl loans and exchenges
of material with other herbvaria, both in instrelia and overcess.

Members of the staff have at different times beon seconded to the
Oommonwealth Government and the Imperial Government for special work.

The Govormmont Botaniet also lectures in Forest Botaeny at the University
of Queensland. '

The Herbarium is housed in & wooden building, which is deflinitely not
fire-proof and in any case is far too small. No relisble estimate has been
made as to the size of the collections. The collections are at present arranged
in two diviglons - the Australian section, which containg the specimens of
specles recorded &s indigenous or naturalised, and the E¥xotic Section containing
the remainder. The Exotic Section contains one of the best collegtions of New

Guinea plents in the world, and it is hoped that these may be segregated in a
speclal section. ’

The ptaff conslsts of Government Botemist, Botanist, three Assistant
Botanists, and e typist. Vislting botanistework here at intervals.

C.T. Thite - Government Botanigt
8.T. Blake - Botanist

The monogrephic work mentioned includes much published on the Cyperaceae

and Gramineas.
(m.)

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL THRRITOEY

THE_EFHBARIUM OF THE DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY, C.S,I.R.

HISTORY : _

The Herbarium of the Divislon of Plant Industry, located in the laboratories
at Conberra, was established in 1929, soon after the formation of the Division.
It was formed primerily to serve as a basis for the taxonomlc work assocliated

~with the regearch activities of C.S.I.R., but it was also hoped that 1t might

gerve, as a nucleus for an oventual Australiar National Herbarium, The need
for such an institutlon had been vory strongly urged by tho late Sir Arthur Hill,
following his visit to Australia in 1927/8.

COLLECTIONS: ,
At the present time, there are approximately 12,200 mounted, labelled and
clapsified specimens in the Herbarium, excluding the special collections referred
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to below. 'The collectionsg ars arranged according to the Engler classification
and are from many sources, including particularly:

(1) Duplicates presented by the Botany School of Sydney University., These
include many specimens from coastel and sub-coastal New South Wales and
duplicates of woody specimene collected by the late R.H. Cambage.

(2) A set of Tasmasian gpecilmens selected by the late Leonard Rodway.

(3) Specimens of exotic spocies brought in and grown by the Flant
Introduction Section of the Division.

(4) Specimens, principally of pasture plants from inland New South Wales
and southern Queensland, collected by officers of the Agrogtology Section and
the _:DivisiOn of Economlc Entomology.

In addition to these, there are many smaller collections, including
specimens collected by F.W. Hely and others in the Northern Territory, South
Australian duplicates presented by R.L. Orocker, abundant material of certain
grass genera presented by 5.T. Blake, and collections obtained by exchange with
overgeas instlitutions,

The spocial collections referred to above are kept separate from the
genoral Horberium, They are:

(1) Te Imcas collection of Marine Algae, presented to the Commonwealth
Government in accordence with the will of the late 4.H.5. lucas., Thig includes
the type speclmens of several specises.

(2) A collection of Papuan plants made by the late ¢.E. Carr, comprising
about 5,800 mumbers. Most of these are undotemined, but tho collection
includes isotypes of many new species.

4 refercnce seed collection is &also maintained, now comprising about
2,500 samples, principally of introduced grasses and legumes.

LIBRARY:
4 separate library is not maintained for the Herbarium, but the Divisional

‘Library receives the moro important periodicals dealing with systematic botany,

and e fair rango of modern Floras., ‘There is 1little older literature.
STAFY :

Until very recently, the Herbarium has been without pormanent full-time
sclentific staff, the systematic work having been undertaken by members of the
Divisional staff whose main duties were in other fields. This situatlon has
now been rectified by the recent appointment of a systematic botanist who will
be responaible for the maintenance of the Herbarium.

ACTIVITIES: ‘ .
The lack of permancnt staff has restricted the work of the Herbarium almost
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entirely to routine matters. Thege have included determinations of plants
collected by agrostologists and other officers of the Division in the course of

- vegetation and pasture surveys, checking of the nomemclature of exotic plants

grown by the plant Introductlon officers, and miscellemeous determinations for
officers of other C.5.I.R. Divisions and outside bodles. '

Other activitles undertaken have included the preparation of a lisgt of

M_iw for the more important Australian gresses, pasture

plants and weeds.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS:

Some contect is maintained with other Austrelian herbaria, and it has
frequently been necessary to consult the larger collsctions ma.inta.ined in fydney
and Melbourns.

Duplicates are exchanged with soveral overseas institutlons, with the
principal objective of securing & more adequate representation of the plant
families (empecially Gremincae and Lezuminopae) which are of particular interest
for the work of the Divigion.

Recently & Joint committee has been formed, representative of the. several
institutions in Canberra interssted in systematle boteny, with the objective of
co-ordinating their activities and bringlng together their collsotions.

W1lliam Hartley
nior Plant Introduction Officer.

THE WESTHEN AUSTRALIAN STATE HERBARIUM.

he Herbarium is attached to the Depariment of Agriculture as a part of the
Botanical Branch, and ls constifuted under a Board consisting of the Public
Service Oommipsioner, the Under-Secretary for Agriculture and the lonservator
of TForests. It was estebllighed when the herbaria of the Department of
Agriculture and the Forests Department were brought together. It is at present
housed in the Obmervatory in rooms which are regarded as being temporary
premiges.

The Herbarium containg {or contained, on the 3lst July, 1946) 29,121 shoots
of specimens, all mounted and arranged u.nder the system adopted at the Herbarium

‘of the Royal Botanlc Gardens Kew, all are poisoned for proservation from

ingsecte, and & general index, together with family and generic indlces are
prepared from time to time. All c¢ritical ,examinations are recorded on the
sheets, together with drawlngs of necessary details, and in some cases, the
original descriptions are attached to the sheets. By this mothod, which is
gradually belng extended, mach information, epart from the actusl spec:l.men, ie
included on the ghoet.

The collections are, in general, made up ag follows:-
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The large collections of C.4s Gardner, numbering epproximately 10,000
sheets, from the greater part of Western Australia,

e forestry ocollections of F.M.C. Schoch, numbering sbout 1,500, which
previously formed the nucleus of the original Forestry Herbarium.

The tropical eollections of W.V. Fltzzerald, numbering some 1,500 sheets -
these being from the Kimberley district.

The principal collections of Max Koch {or what has been preserved, since
many wez)'e found to have deteriorated to an extent that rendered them practically
useless). ‘

The collections of Mr. C.R.P. Andrews, from South Western Australia. ‘

In 1917, & large collectivn of duplicates of tho specimens of Drummond,
Maxwell, Mueller, and a number of early explorers was received from the Melbourno
National Herbarium. 'The number 1g considerable.

In 1941, the late Dr. W.E. Blagkall bequsathed to the State Herbarium his
extensive collection, comprising several thousand specimens including a large
number of Fltegerald's and Andrews' specimens, as well ag the type specimens of
these.

In 1937, while working in Berlin, C.4. Gardner received, by way of exchange,
& large number of type~fragmentsg of the specimens of Diele and Pritgel collected
in Western Australia. Because of the loss of the Berlin Herbarium, and the

-fact that duplicates were not in Kew or at the British Museum, these specimens
are now of lmmense valus.

In 1943, the University of Western Australia presented to the State
Herbarium ite large collection from North Western Australia, of which the most
valuable part was gathered by Migs N.T. Burbidge from the De Grey distriect,
numbering 1,050 sheeta. :

In 1945, the late Jolomnel B.T. Goadby bequeathed his entire orchid collection
;high 13 at presont being sorted out end prepared for incorporation in the

erbarium.

A1l of the above are incorporated in the Herbarium, or in procese of
incorporation. The Blackall Herbarium is the single exceptlon. This 1s
mounted on gheets smaller that the standard slze, and is temporarlly housed in
the Porth Museum.

LIBRARY : ' :
Tis 1g far from being adequate, and epart from early and cohtomporaxy
literature, thore are fow books of roforence. Jmong the more valuable works
- are Kunth's Enumeratiy Plantarum, Bentham and Hooker's Genera Plentarum,
De Candolle's Prodromus and his monographs, end the principal Dominion Floras,
as well as early works on the Australien Flora. ’

STAYF :
The Staff of the Botanical Branch consiasts of the Government Botanist,
Agsigtant Govermment Botanist, a Herbarium Asalstant and a Seed~testing Assistant.
The Herbarium work is carried out by the Govermment Botanist and Herbarium
Asgistant, the Assistant Goverrmment Botaniat being occupled with routine matters
in economlc botany, seed~testing, and weed-control, -~ matters not intimately
connected with the herbarium.
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SERVICES:

Apart from those services mentioned ebove, the services whioh the State
Herbarium performe include advisory work to the Govermment Departments and the
public generally, the determination of plants and plant specimens, the
preparation of botanical peapers, osoologleal work and reports, and the
preparation of the projected Flora of Western Australia. There are no
volunteer workers at the present time.

 ADDITIONS TO TEE HERBARIUM:

Field work offers opportunities which are taken to add %o the collections
in the Herbarlum. When the Herbarium was edteblished, in 1928, the two
herbaria which were brought togethor comprisod less than 8,000 sheets of
specimens, none of which were mounted, and none of them polsoned., The following
are additions for the last three years:-

1944 .+ ++ os 2,247 sheets

1945 «s oo .. 3,085 ;
1946« +v .. 1,803 " up to end of July.

Prior to 1938, the specimens were unmounted, and no totals were kept.
During the years 1937, 1938, and the early part of 19%), over 8,000 specimens
were examined and compared with type or authentic specimens in the herbaria of
Eew, the British Museum, Oxford, ¥dinburgh and Berlin. Thewgreater mumber of
these were polsoned end mounted at Kew, and in 1940, & comnencement was made
with the mounting of the entire Herbarium, which is now practically completed.

In January 1944, the nurber mounted and incorporated was 21,986; during
1944 2,247 sheots wore added, bringing the total to 24,233. In 1945 3,085
sheets wers added ngSt of them from collections made in Kimberley) dringing
the total to 27,318. 1In the first eeven mouths of 1946, 1,803 sheets have
beoen incorporated, bringing the total to 29,121. It is estimatsd that the
herbarium is representative of 98 per cent of the flora of Western Australia.

The herbarium in its present form deals exclusively with the indizenous
and naturalised flora of Western Australia. Extra-territorial specimens have

not been included.

ORIGINAL WONK:
The Herbarium contains the itypes of ovor 200 specisg which have been described.

in various pspers. It is cstimated that another 200 await-desceription. A
systomatic Census of the plants of Western Australia was publisghed in 1931, but
this is incomplete. The first volume of the Flora of Western Augtralia,
comprising 677 pages of typesoript has been completed in manuseript form, and
includes about forty plates. 4An illustrated text book of the grasges of Western
dustrelia ls nearing completion, some 200 peges of typescript and 94 plates have
beon prepared. .

0.A. Gardner

Govermment Bo tenigt
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

THE HERBARTUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

Thies includes the more important main gollection of perhaps 30,000 sheets
housed in the Botany Depertment of the Univergity, and, in addition, the recernt,
smaller, auxiliary working collection at the Waite Asriculturel Researgh
Ingtitute of the University of Adelaide. Tho Botany Dopartment collections are
quite general in character, while those at the Waite Ingtitute have & bias
towards grasses, legumes of agricultural value, weeds, trees grown in the Waite
Arboretum, and the native flora of Jouth Australia, The Systematic Botanist
1s in charge of both collectlons and spends half-time at sach. The Wite
Ingtitute, by arrangement with the Depertment of Agriculture, conducts certein
State Advisory Sorvices in Agriculturo, ono of them belng for Bystematic Botany.
The buildings containing the collections are reasonably fireproof, but not the
flttings and boxes.

Important private herbaria of South Auvstralian flora are those of Mr. J.M.
Black and of_Professor J.B., Olelands In recent years the South dustralian
Mugeum hes also begun to accumulate collections, in which the Field Faturellsts'
Section of the Royal Soclety of South Australia is perticularly intereeted; it
containg some extensive privately amassed material, including E.H. Ising's plants.
It is felt that Adelalde is too small to multiply its herbaria unnecessarily,
and that efforts should rather be made to strongthen the staff and unite the
collections whenever possiblo.

The University Horbarium (including the Weite Institute) is gtaffed by one
whole-time graduate in science, one practically whole-time laboratory attendant,
end one half-time student cadet in botany; the junior officers are rolatively
impermanent. Clerical servicee for correspondense are also avallable, and |
assistance in certeln enquiries may be obtalned from the varlous speciailsts |
on the staffs of tho Walte Institute and Department of Agriculture. 'The |
lecturer in Cryptogamic Botany (Mr. H.B.S. Womersley) has lately made the
collection of marine algag his particular concern, énd an honorary worker (Mr.
E.8. Booth) is energstically building up the Conifer and carpological collections.

For forty years or more, the advise of Mr. J.M, Black hes been gladly given
on any difficult polnt, in a purely honorary capegity, to all enguirers including
state officers and those responsible for the State Advisory Service. Tis has,
in practice, relleved the State of the need to secure the services of an
experienced profeseional systomatic botanist; for many yoars past, state work
hag been delegated, first to the Botany Department, and then to the Waite
Institute practically fram its inception some twenty years age. The activities

of Mr. J.M. Black, and his two books "The Flora of South Australia® and "he
Naturaliped Flora of South Augtralia' are much appreciated by the botanists of

hig own and other states.

The present Sygtemetic Botanist is roeponsible to the Professor of Botany
for the work in the Botany Department; and &t tho Welte Institute, to the



June, 1947. AUSTRALASIAN HERBARIUM NEWS NO. 1. 23.

Professor of Agronomy end the Director, who report to the Minister of
Agriculture annually. '

The Adelaide Botanic Gardeng has & Museum of Hconomic Botany, but no
herbariun since 1940 when the fine collection formed there by Richard Schomburgk
wag presented by the Board of Governors to the Botenical Department of the
University, where it forms & large part of the exotic soction. However, the
Pirector of the Botanic Gardens often assists with routine enguiries concernlng
horticultural plants.

Some of the other important Australian collestions included in the
University Herbarium are those of Dr. R.5. Rogers Orchids), Mengel-Cleland
(fustralian), Albert Morris (Australian), Max Koch (Austrelian), Pritzel (West
Australien); there are also some Australian exploring expedition collections
(¥lder duplicates, Horn, Calvert, Tietkens', Basedow's, Madigan's (Simpson
Desert 1939 ) and other expeditions). A very valusble part of the collection
ig the original nusleus formed and workked upon by Professor Ralph Tate in the
final decades of last century, end later examined by Black, i.e. most of the
South and Central Australien meterial. ) :

Yor convenlence, the larger collsction at the Botany Depar tment has
recently been divided into three (epproximately equal)} geographical sections
(1) chiefly South Australian (2) the rest of Australia é%) extra-Arstralian plants;
it 1g arranged according to tho mystem of Pngler and Gilg (essemtially Engler
and Prantl). Tae South Australian and Waite Institute collections are mounted,
card-indexed and well arranged, but the remainder is less satisfactory. Current
additions are poisoned with Kew Mixture (HgClo and phenol), and naphthalene and
para-dichlorbenzeno are regularly put in the boxes ageinst insect attack.
There are & fow type epecimens which it 1s being attempted to segregate.

The Herbarium has not its own library, but is falrly well-sserved by the
libraries of the University, Botany Department, Welte Institute, Royal Society
and Public Library, most of which are situated close together. There are many
standard floras, and at present funds for buying books are not the limiting
factor; mnow subscripfions to periodicals arc somewhat less available, the
weakest point is probably the lack of amstrong Herbarium tradition in the past
building of the libraries mentioned, and the relative inexperlence of the
pregent Systematic Botanigt in knowledge of the historic llterature and
taxonomic pericdicals,

The rate of addition to the botanigal collectiong is unfortunately slow,
owing to the inability of one permanent systematic officer to undertake large
nunbers of ldentifications or purposeful collecting, as well as other work. Nor
can additions by exchange be anbarked upon to any large degree, as this involves
the careful naming of outgoing collections. The amount of correspondonce and
contact with collesgues at home and abroad must also bo curtalled for the same
reagon, Ioang arc made on Tequest to thosc engaged on rovisions of groups.

T™e advisory mervicog supplied are to various State and Commonwealth
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Departments (chiefly of Agriculture and Forestry)y to scientific workers and
students; to the general public; to business houses; and to the Fducation
Department; it is often impossible t0 meet ell demands from scheools or from
ecologists wighing to have large collections identified. The enquiries (lees
then 1,000 plants per annwm) range over native plants, polson plants, economic
and horticultural plents, weeds and formerly their contrel. Beceuse 0of the
connection with the Walte Arborgtum, comprehensive reports on trees end tree-
planting are sometimes required, and camnot, from the naturc of the request,
be passed on to the Department of Woods and Forests. ‘The Horbarium staff also
takos part in the work of the Arboretum, with its visitors. i :

Since this Herbarium is in the Botany Depertment, it is rather naturelly
the policy of the Professor to have the gtudents in Systepatic Botany taushb by
the Systematic Botenigt; this is undoubtedly & desirsble arrangement, excspt
that it interferes greatly with the actual herbarium work when the ptaff 1s
small, for sbout three months of the year in this case. The teachling of
gtudents algo involves orgenising ecologlcal vacation excursions with. them to
the Koonamore Vegetation Reserve.

There is little opportunity for original work which must be fitted into
rather broken time. Recent studles which may be mentioned are (1) the
catalogue of the large collection of plants collected in the Simpson Degert on
Madigzen's 1539 Expedition (C.M. Fardley). (2) Studies on marine algae
(H.B.S. Womerslgﬁ. (3) A review of the South Australian species. of
Bucalyptus (N.T. Burbidge, Waite Institute). (4) J.M. Black, Honorary
Lecturer in Systematic Botany, published the second edition of Pt. 1 of hils
WFlora of South Austrelia® in 1943, and is now revising Pt. 11. (1), (2) and
(3) are publighed in Trans. Roy. Soc. S.A.

0.M, Bardley
Systematic Botanist,

TASMANIA .
The principal Tasmanian herbariun is now housed ip the Botany Department

of the University of Taemania, Hobart. The greater part of 1t constitutes the
Herbarium of the Tagmenian Mugeum, which was formerly housed at the Musetm, and
more recently at the Botanicel Gaerdens. The Botany Department of the University
has besn building up its own collection. It was thought desirable for all
concerned that these collections should be combined under the care of the staff
of the Botany Department, and this move has just been completed. Dietinctive
sheets will be used, so that the collections can be separated at eny time.

There is no change of ownership, the larger collection remaining the property

of the Triistees of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gellery.

Although containing & substantial collection of specimens from the
Auvgtralian States, and & few from elsewhers, ba. 1
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It contains specimens collected by some of the early Tasmanian botenists, s.g.
Milligan, Archer and Gunn, and many brought together more recently by the Field
Naturalist's Club and others. In the last few years further material has
been added as a result of the Biological Survey of Tasmania., A distinetive
ltem 18 & recent gollection of Bucalypts by Brett, illustrating ranges of
variation in critical material, Most important of all is Rodway's Herbarium,
which is essentlal for reference in conjunction with his Flora, ,and which
contains not only the seed plants and Pteridophyta, but also substantial

collections of Mospes, Idverworis, Alsse and Fungi,
8ince Rodway's Tagmanian Flore is now out of print, having given good

service fof forty years, & new Flora is needed, and the staff of the Botany
Department of the University is working on this project., The pooling of
herbaria was intended primarily to facllitate this work, and the main imediate -

: 0bjective of the herbarium is & complete collection (with adequate range of

variation) of Tasmanian and introduced vascular plants, correctly named and
classified for reference in writing the Flora.

An appeal must be made here for co-operatlion from other botanists, not
only in Tagmania, but elsewhere. Botaniste from other states sometimes visit
Tasmanla to collect specimens for their own herbarie, and publish their findings
in varlous journals. It is hoped that such workers will always meke & point
of collecting duplicate specimens for this herbarium, and of forwarding copies
of anything published obout them, so that their work may receive recognition
in the new Flora. Similarly an appeal is made for coples of all revisions and

 similar publications on genera or other groups which occur in Tagmenia,

In return, the staff of the Botany Department in Hobart will co~-operate in
any way possible, though it may be as well to point out that the herbarium has

no separate gptaff of its own.

H.D. Gordon

Senioxr Legturer in charse of Botany.

 PAPUA - NW GUINZA.

BOTANICAL SECTION -~ FORESTHY DEPARTMENT.

o ,f}l,thoughémmh collepbing had been -dope.in the.Tepriteries of,New. Guinea
and Papia prior.to the war, no Herbarium facilities of & permanent nature had
been established. From time to time the pre~war Departments of Agriculture
in the separate Territories had conducted botaniecal work but mainly economic in

character.

The pressing demand for timber during the gradual expulsion of the Japanems
forces from New Guinea saw the establishment of the Australian Army Forestry
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Company with its headquarters at lae. Working in close co-operation with
Dr. H.E. Dadawell of the C.8.I.R. Divigion of Forest Productes and Mr. C.T. White
of the Queensland Botenic Museum and Herbarium, a botanical end Wood Technology
section wags establighed under the control of Mr. Lindeay Smith of Brigbane.

With the manpower resources available for flsld work, collscting proceeded
repidly and at present the collections include some 2,400 timber samples and e
corresponding number of botanical specimens. The latter were at tho time of
collecting carefully dried in steam ovens, but through no fault of the Army
persomnel concerned, 1t has now deteriorated to the point where most is of 1little
value as & herbarium collection. JFortunately duplicate sheets are housed in
Brisbane.

With the appointment of a permanent botanist to the Administration staff
and the whole-hearted co~operation of the Adminiatrator, 1t 1s hoped that, as
permanent 'bu.ildinga can be erected, the New Guinea-Papua Herbarium will ’become
an established fact,

J.8. Womersley
regt Botanist.
Forestry Department,
las,
NEW GUINEA.

THE HERBARIA OF NEW ZRALAND.

™is information was provided by Dr. H.H. Allan and Miss Iucy Moore, both
of the Botany Divislon, Plant Ressarch Bureau, Wellington, ¥N.7. describing the
digposition of the main herbaria of New Zealand, and may be summarised as
follows: -

There are a few large herbarie and geveral emaller ones, the majority being
situated in the four chief cities of the Dominion. 4ll four of thees cities have
university herbarie; three of them have elso museum herbaris; two have, in
addition, herbaria attached to divisions of the Department of Scientific and
Industria.l Research; and Wellington, the capital, has & fourth in the Herbarium
of the State Forest Service.

For convenience thoy are tabulated below,

WELLINGTON (4 herbaria): Dominion Museum; Victoria University Oollege
Botany Division, D.S.I.R.; State Forest Service.

AUCKLAND (3 herberia): Museum; University Oollege; Plant Diseases
Divigion, D.8.I.R.

CERISTOHURCH (2 herbaria): Oanterbury Museum; Canterbury Urniversity College.
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DUNEDIN (1 herbarium): University of Otago.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES (2 herbaria): Massey and Canterbury.

PRIVATE COLIECTIONS (3): Mr. Sainsbury (Musci), Mrs. Hodgson,
(Hepaticae), and Mr, Lindauer (Algae).

These fifteen important colloctione are widely scattorod and fow have
gpecial etaff officers attachad to thom. Apparontly the museum herbaria at
Auckland and Wellington, including respectively the collsctions of Cheeseman
end Kirk, are the major ones,

Dr. Allan's more detailed account cen now be added. ( )
Fd.

1., Herbarium of the Auckland War Memerial Museum, Aucklemd. Director of
the Mueeum, Dr, G. Archey. Officer in Charge of Herbarium, Mies B. Molesworth
The herberium includes the "Cheeseman Herbarium," on which Choocseman'g "Manual

of Now Zealand Flora" was based.

2, Horbarium of theo Auckland University College, Auckland. Hoad of
Boteny Dopartmont, Profeoesor V.J. Chapman.

3. Herbarium of the Plant Diseases Divigion, Plant Research Bureau,
dvckland. Specializes in Fungi.

4., Herberium of Maesey Agricultural College, Palmerston North, Head of
Botany Department, Dr. J.S5. Yeates.

5. Herbarium of the Dominion Museum, Wellingion. Director of the Museunm
Dr, W.R.B. Oliver. This herbarium includes the herbarium of the late Thomas
Kirk, author of the "Students' Flora of New Zealand," and other important
collections.

6, Horbarium of Victoria University College, Wellington. Head  of Botany
Department, Dr. I.V. Nowman.

7. Herbarium of the Btate Forest Service, Wellington. Dircctor of
Service, Mr. A.R, Entrican.

8. Herbarium of the Botany Division, Plant Research Buresu, Wellington.
Director of the Divieion, Dr. H.H. Allan. Containe the types of several recent
workere, strong in Marine Algae of New Zeslend.

9. Herbarium of the Canterbury Museum, Christohurch. Director of the
Mugeum, Dr., R.A. Falla. This includes tho herbarium of the late Mr. H. Carse,
Auckland, and mateorial collected by tho oarly workers, J.F. and J.B. Armstrong.
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10. Herbarium of the Canterbury University College, Christchurch., Head
of Botany Department, Mr. C.7. Foweraker, E.M. Laing's oollectlion of Algke.

1l. Herbarium of the Canterbury Agricultursl College, Lincoln. Director
of the College, Mr. E. Hudson.

12, Herbarium of the University of Otago, Dunedin. Head of the Botany
Department, Mr., G.T. Baylis. Includes the herbarium of J, 3uchanan,

13, Herbarium of My, G.0.K. Sainsbury, Walroa, Hawkes! Bay. Musel of
New Zealand. : .

14. Herbarium of Mrs. E.A. Bodgson, Walrca, Hawkes! Bay. Hepatlcas of
Now Zealand.

15. Herbarium of Mr. V.W. Iindsuer, Pihama, via Hawera (Taranaki), Algae
of New Zealand.

H.H. Allan,
Director of the Botany Division,
Plant Research Burean,
Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research,
Wellington,
NEW ZEALAND,.

THE FUNCTIONS OF A OOMMONWEALTH HERBARIUN,

The need for s Commonwealth Herbarium in Australis has been frequently
urged, not least at previous meetings of the A.N.Z.A.A. 5. Australia must be
almogt unique among political entities of comparable size in the lack of a
recognized central Herbarium, and the need for such an institution 1ls reinforced
both by the geographical isolatlon of the continent and by the strongly endemlc

nature of its flora. With the increasing activity of Commonwealth organisatlons

in botanlcal and agriculbural research in recent years, frequent calls have had
to be made on the already over~taxed resources and staff of the State Herbarla,
calls which could only be met to the detriment of the research and other
activities of those organisations, Further, mere intensive botanieal surveya
and agrostologlecal studles have revealed very serlous gaps in our knowledge of
the gystematics of many plant families whlch can only be fillled in by Intenslve
and prolonged studles by a large and well.tralned staff,

As a palliative neasure, arrangements have been made to co-ordinaie the
work of the different prganisations in Canberra concerned with taxonomy, and
it is hoped that it wlill be possible to bring together thelr ocollections 1ln a
separate herbarlum tuilding. Thisg might well form the first step in the
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creation of a Commonwealth Herbarium. There 1s an nbvious danger that such an
instltutlon mizht tend to overlap rather than to be fully co~ordinated with the
State Herbarla, especlally 1f it is allowed %o grow up without full congideration
: of the functions which 1t should perform. The followlng suggestlions are ‘
submitted as a basls for discussion of this prodlem, the Ffunctions being grouped
as comordinative, reglonol and ressarch.

COORDIRATIVE FUNCTIONS:

The exlstence of a strong Commonwealth institution could be of material
assistance to the State Herbarla as a focussing point for the co~ordination of
their activities, even in fields in which the Commonwealth Herbarium itgelf
rlayed little active part, Thus, most of the State Horbaria are engaged, as
long~term projects, in the preparation of floras of the respective States. It
1s obvlously deslirable that such floras should be preparsd on a fairly uniform
bagls, not only as rezards the method of presentation, but .. more important -
as regards the usage of different taxonomic units. There 1s some savidence of
divergence in the concept of genera, specles and lower units, and a Commonwealth
Herbarium might well take the initiative in attempting to secure uniformity in
this matter.

Then there 1s an obvlous need for the preparation of a revised Flors
Australiensis. Such a work could hardly be tackled by any of the State Herbaria,
nor, certainly, could or should it be done by a newly created Commonwoalth
Herbarium. The labter eould, however, do a great deal to facilitate it. It
might be suggested, for Instance, that a revislon might be done in mich the same
way as that used in the preparation of the "Flora of Yorth America, The work
would be prepared In lnstalments, sach instalment degling with one family or a
small group of famllles, and belng written by a botanlst or botamists with a
speclal kmowledge of the famililes concerned. Such botanlsts are at present to
be found principally on the staffs of the State Horbarln, but to enable them to
undertake work of the nature indicated, it would be esgentlal to relleve them °
from somi.routine activitles which at present occupy mich of their time. This
might be done by the Commonwealth, through the Commonwealth Herbarium, msking
available funds to enable the State Herbaria to appoint junior 'bota,n:lsts to take
over many of the more roubtine activities. In this way, falrly rapld progress
might be made in preparing accounts of certaln sectlons of the flora, while the
Commonweal th Herbarium would later be able to assist more directly with those
sections requiring more intensive study and research.

s

The Commonwealth Herbarium might also take the initiative in preparing
1ists and indices of general value to all taxonomlsts, Thege might include an
index of the locablon of the type speclmens of Aunstrallan specles and the
preparation and maintenance of photographs of such types. A check-list of the
principal collections located in Australian Herbarla, would be of value and
could be combined with some machinery to ensure that new colloctions of interest
to Australia should be asquired for one or other of the institutlons here, if
necegsary with Commonwealth financial assgistance, Similar provision should be

"made to ensure that all books and periodicals of taxonomle interest are acqulred
for one or other of the institutlons, at the same time reducing unnecessary
~ duplication.
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Revised and more complete ligts of standardized vernacular names would
also be prepared by the Gommonwealt.h Herbarium,

A fulther major achivity would be in conrection with a vegetation survey
of the Commonwealth. Exesllent worlk has besn done by botanists of the State
Herbaria and othsrs, btut the co~ordination of such regionsl studies on an
Aungtralia~wide basis is not at present adequately covered. TFollowing South
RAfrican precedent, the Cemmonwealth Herbarium might well take an active part in
such a survey.

REGIONAL FUNCTIONS : '

While the various State Herbaria have done and are dolng excellent work
extending far beyond the 1limits of thelr State boundaries, 1t is nevertheless
true that the very nature of their finaneclal control imposes limitations on thils
extension., While, for instance, Queensland botanists have done much work in
Yew Guines and the Nerthemn Terrifory, any great extension of this work and the
preparation of modern fioras for these reglons must be dependent upon the
provision of zreatly increased Cormmonwealth finaneclal support. It would seem
preferable that the Commonwealth Herbarium should itgelf accept the responsibllity
for taxonomic work in the Commonwealth Territories, although especlally in the
sarly stages it would nooossarily be greatly dependent upon both the collectlons
and the accumilated knowledge of the State botanists., It 1s particularly
important that taxonomic werk in such reglons should be closely integrated with
and readily available to other fisld workers, and this can only be ensured if
the central herbarlum ls located close to the laboratorles of the organisation
conducting the fleld surveys. In this way, too, it would be possible for the
botanists of the State institutions to concenirate more fully on the "systematic'
gspeclalization vwhich 1s essentlal for the productlon of a revised Flora
Australiensls and for the general advancement of systomatle botany in Australia.

RESEARCH FUNCTIONS:

As already noted, many of the famllies and genera of Australian plants are
in need of thorough revislon. Some of the more urgent problems have been, and
are being, tackled by botaniste at the State Herbaria. It seems desirable
that the Commonwealth should encoursge this by the provision of funds to enable
the State instltubtions %o employ junlar botanists to relleve the researsh
botanists of more routine dutdes. The more promlsing of these junior botanlsts
would in turn graduate %o research botanists, and there would gradually be bullt
up throughout Australia a body of speclalists in the varlous plant groups. '

This will, however, still leave an  Aimportant gap in the research
organisation which might be filled, in part, by the staff of the Commonwezlth
Horbarium, While fully recognising that comparabtive morphology must remain
as the main basis for taxonomic work, it mist also be recognlsed that it is
frequently necessary to seek the assistance of other branches of plant sclence
in the solution of taxonomic problems, This has been well drought out Iin
rocent publications and discusslons of the "new systematics!". Thus, ecology,
anatomy, cytology, genetics and blo~chemlstry may all, on occaslon, provide:
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data which throw new light on taxonomle difficulties, and the need for such
data becomes increasingly apparent when intensive use 1g made of taxonomy in
applied botany. It should be possible to have on the staff of a Commonwealth
Herbarhim a small team of speclalists which could help in the solubion of such:
problems, and there-by supplement the work of the State Herbaria without in any
gonge superseding them,

No attempt has been made above to deal in debtall with the organisation of
a Commonwoalth Herbarium, It was considered, however, that a meeting such as
thig affords a rare opportunity for ascertaining whether or not thers is felt
to be a real noed for such an institubion, and to diseuse the functions which
it might have, The suzgestions made are purely personal ones and are intended
only to promote dlscussion, While reference has been made throughout to
HState Herbaria", it will be apparent that most of the comments apply equally
well to universlty and private collections.

Willian Hartley
Diviglon of Plant Industry,
G L[] S - I L] R.
CANBERRA.

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST.

(Comments on theso are invited. The entries are degigned for ocasy
cutting out and pasting on standard 5" x 3" index cards. Revliewsmay appear
18.1391'-) ‘

Bailey, L.H. 1941.1944. Standard Cyclopedia of
Horticulture, in 3 vols. Maemillan, New York, $20, 4
new and up-to-date work, but clogely modelled on
Balley's earlier Cyclopedias. (Bd.)

Bailey, L.H. & 3ailey, ®.2, 1945, Hortus Second; a
conclge dlotionary of gardening, general hortleulture
and ecultivated plants in North Amerlea. Relssue.
Macmillan, §5.
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Black, JeMs 1943. Flora of South Australia. Part
I, 2nd., ed. Covernment Printer, Adelaids, 7/6.

Blake, S.F. & Atwood, A.C. 1942. Ceogwaphical guide :
to the Ploras of the World., Part I ~ Africa, - 1
Australia, North America, South America and Islands

of the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, 336 pp. ]
Washington (U.S.D.A.) Miscell, Publicn. No. 401 E
(a bibliography). 75 cents.

Blake, S.T. 1947. The Cyperaceae collected in New

Guinea by L.J. Brass (Carex). Arnold Arboretum 28: )
(1), 99-116. Pt. I (Mapanioideae and Scirpoidess)

l.c. (2), 207-230.

Burbidge, N.T. 1944 (pubd. 1946) 4 Revision of the
Western Australian species of Tricdia R.Br., J. Roy.
Soc. W.A. 30: 1533,

Burbidge, N.T. 1945-6. MNorphology and Anatomy of |
the Western Australian Species of Triodla R.Br. I. ;
General Morphology. Trans., Roy. Soc. S.A. $9:
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CURRENT NOTES.

Mueller Memorial Medal: Wo congratulate Mr, C.T. VWhite, Government
Botanist of Queensland, on being presented with one of the two Mueller Memorial
Medals awarded by the Adelaids mocting of the Australlian and New Zealand
Association for the Advancement of Sclence, in August 1946,  The honour is in
recognition of his work on the systematlc bobany of Queensland.

- Clarke Memorial Medal: Mr. J.M. Black of South Ausbralia received this
distinction from the Royal Soclety of New South Wales in April, 1946, for his
contributions to the systematic botany of South Australia., The medal is glven
for dlstinguished work in Natural Science relating to Australia and her
territories. Mr. Black also received the congratulations of the Systematic
Botany Committee orn April 28th, his 92nd birthday; he is busy preparing the

- second edition of Part II of his "Flora of South Australial. / '

L)

vatematic Botanlst in Canberra: Miss NW.T. Burbidge, formerly at the ™~
Wa.1te Agr:.culh:.ral Regoarch Institute, Adelaide, has recently been appointed %o h
the new post of Systematic Botanlst, 1n charge of the Herbarium of the Division
of Plant Industry, Council for Sclentific and Industrial Research, at Canberra.

Torsst Botanlet, Papus-New Guinea: Mr. J.S. Yomersley last year received.
the appointment of Botanlst ©o the Forestry Department of Papua-New Guinea.
He hopeg to form a herbarium there before long.

Profesgsor of Botany, Victorls University Oollego, Wellinegton, New Zealand:
Dr. H.D. Gordon, hitherto representing Tasmanla on the Systemabtlc Botany
Committees, has lately been appointed to this Chalir.

International Association of Wood Anatomistes: The new Secrebary.-Treasurer
unanimously selected in succession to Dr, L, Chalk, is Dr. H.E., Dadswell
(Anstralia), Offlcer-in-Charge, Scotlon of Wood S‘bmcture .Coanell for
Selentific and Industrial Research, Melbourne, Victoria. (Trop. Woods Mo, 88:
December, 1946).

Henrard Jubilee Volume of "Blumea": Ausbralian systematists invited to
contribute articles on grasses to this issue ¢f "Blumes published in honour
of Dr., J. Th, Henrard of Leiden, wers Miss N.T. Burbidge (then in Adeleide), and
Mr, S.T. Blake (Brisbans). The vyolume has recently been published in Holland,
Some ysars ago, it wlll be remembered, Henrard wvompleted a monogra.ph on the
gonus Aristida.

War-damaged Herbarla: News has been recelved that R. Pllgzer 1s now
Director of the Berlin Herbarium, wherc all that romalns 1s a small collection,
chiefly of FTuropean plants, and a few books., A deballed account appeared in
Biolozls (Editor, Frans Verdoorn) 1: (3) 10, March, 1947. There can be no
thought of contimuing with "Die Nabdxlichen Pflonzenfamilien! for many a long
day .
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Dr. Earl Rechinger has also wrltten from Vienna, He gives a list of 100
families of flowering plants no longer represented in the Herbarium of the
Haturhistorisches Museum, and wishes to begin rebuildlng the collections by
exchange with Anstralia. (Also V. Seience p. 192, August 24, 1945 and Blologia
p. 7, February 1947).

Netherlands East Indies: News (from Dr. Verdoorn) of botanists and
botanical instiftutions, since the war, has gppeared in the Australian Jourmal
of Science, p. 79, Docember 1945, and p. 129, April 1945. In the earller
reference it was stated that the Bulbenzorg Herbarium collectlons and Botanic
Gardens had not suffered serious damage during the Japanese occupation of Java.

Fregh-water Alezas (Desmidiaceae): A.M. Seott, 2824 Dante Street, New
Orleans 13, La. U.S.A. writes saying that he wishes to egtablish contact with
an Australian worlzer interested in the above. His object is to exchange
publications and loesl desmid - bearing material, sspecially from the vicinity
of Arnhem Land, New Guinea and the adjacent islands., He encloses a reprint
by himgelf and G.W. Prescott, "The Desmid gemus Micrasterias Agardh in the
South-oast U.S.A." (Pap. Mich. Acad. Sel. Arts and Letters 28: 67, 1942),
Would those able to collect please communicate dlrect with 4A.M. Scott.

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS AND SYSTEMATIC BOTANISTS:

Although 1t will not often be practicable to use this half-yearly
publication as a medium for advertisements under this heading, it mlght be of
the greatest advantage 1f the Systematic Botany Committee were to act as a
clearing house for exchanges of this fype of infomation. It will probably
not produce quick results at present, but readers are encouraged to use it as
a repogsitory for even tentatlve requirements. Commundieations should be
addressed to the Honorary Secretary.

NEXT MEETING: Future meetings for systematie botanists will be held at
each Congress of the Australlan and New Zeadland Assoolation for the Advancement
of Science; the next of these 1s in Perth, 20th..27th Angust 1947, when the
Committes wlll report on its activities, and possibly arrange some part of
the programmo of Soetion M (Bobtany). Among the subjects for dlsoussion will
be the next meeting of the International Botanlesl Congress in Stockholm in
July 1950, and any matter of internatlonal importanee, such as Nomins
Conservanda, which Anstralia may wish to ralge thers.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUSTRALASIAN HERBARIUM WEWS: Correspondence and

contributions (signed) should be addressed to the Honoraxy Secretary, Systematio
Botany Committes, Botany Department, University of Adelalde, South Australia.
They should be typed, double-spaced and on one sldo of the paper only; coples
in duplicate, whenever possible, would be appreclated.
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