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MEDIA RELEASE

Botanic Gardens has something new to Hyde

Sandstone from the new tunnel beneeth Hyde Park in Sydney is part of anew redevelopment at the
Australian Nationd Botanic Gardens, Canberra

The Botanic Gardens has received over 35 tonnes of sandstone removed from the tunnel
construction beneeth Sydney’ s Hyde Park. The sandstone materia will be used to redevelop part of
the Rock Garden designated for plants from the southeastern Austraian sandstone region.

Horticulturigts at the Botanic Gardens developed the project, which has been successfully pioneered
at the Mount Annan Botanic Gardens, in western Sydney, and the Olympic ste a Homebush.

“Thisis an excellent example of usng arecycled materia to condruct an effective and interesting
landscape,” said Director, Mr Robin Nidsen. “1t demondrates a genuindy innovative use of
sugtainable materids and methods a Audrdia s nationd garden in the Y ear of the Built
Environment” Mr Nielsen added.

The sandstone materid has a number of horticulturd advantages over conventiond organic mulches
asit is sdf-mulching, does not break down or change consistency and discourages the build up of
pests and diseases. It is particularly effective in shady areas because its light colour highlights the
foliage of many smdl plants.

The Rock Garden at the Botanic Gardens was built in 1980 using boulders excavated during the
congruction of the Tuggeranong Parkway. It was extended in 2002 using Black Mountain
sandstone and granite boulders from Harcourt Hill.
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