
Polyporus tuberaster 
from 

Pier Antonio Micheli's  Nova plantarum genera, 1729 

The illustration is on plate 71 and I have put Micheli's text about the fungus alongside. 
  

In the first paragraph Micheli briefly describes the fungus (noting that it grows from a large, persistent, tuberous root), cites 
some earlier writers and finishes by saying it is found in various places in Naples and the Papal domains. Much of the second 
paragraph is given over to explaining the two illustrations. The smaller illustration, with the letters A to E, shows a cross-
section of part of a pseudosclerotium. Micheli writes that those who believe the root of this plant to be a true stone are deluded. 
Micheli's word is allucinantur, related to the English word hallucinate. He goes on to say that the root is similar to the roots of 
other plants of this genus, though larger, perennial and sponge-like. As it grows it envelops and tightly binds soil A as well as 
fragments of stone B, tile C, wood D, charcoal E and whatever else might be present. Each month, particularly in summer, 
fungi develop from the bud F. The letters G to I show successive stages in the development of the polypore fruiting bodies.  

 
 

 
 


